[image: image1.jpg]R Soal Life





Modes of Evangelism
I. Intro

A. Three Testimonies

i. Mine  - roommate, 2 staff women

ii. Elizabeth Pierre – Christian Radio ministry

iii. Jennifer Turner – Youth Group, Bible Study

B. Observations

i. Everyone comes to Christ in different ways

ii. Distinctives in each of three stories

iii. Common thread – the GOSPEL

We will look at ways the gospel spreads and how we can be more effective in spreading it, but remember that it is the GOSPEL that is powerful unto salvation (Romans 1:16)
II. M&M Demonstration**

A. 10 groups **See instruction sheet

B. Make observations

III. Modes of Evangelism

A. How Does the Gospel spread?

i. Examples from Scripture

ii. Examples from present day/campus ministry

iii. Spreads in three primary ways or modes (some overlap)

B. Modes

i. Definition:  A customary or preferred way of doing something

ii. E.g. “MO” of a crime suspect

iii. Three Modes of Evangelism: Body, Natural & Ministry
C. Body Witness

i. Unbelievers being exposed to the gospel by the witness of the body of Christ

ii. Activity and setting don’t matter – if the body is functioning properly as it should that is the witness, whether it is in a Bible study, church service, or a party

iii. Ephesians 4:15,16 The body is “speaking the truth in love” and “building itself up in love, as each part does its work”

iv. The body of Christ, when functioning properly, has what the nonbeliever truly desires – community, love and truth

v. Biblical examples: 

1. Jesus prayed for our unity that the world might know (John 17:22,23)

2. Unbelievers will know we are Christ’s followers by the love we have for one another (John 13:34,35)

3. The early church – devoted Christian community, daily people being saved (Acts 2:42-47)

4. Worship (Lord’s Supper) is a witness (1Cor 11:26)

5. A body functioning improperly can have a negative witness (1Cor 11:17-22)

vi. Present Day Examples: Weekly meetings, church services, small groups, retreats/conferences, parties and social events

vii. Example – Mattie’s story

D. Natural Witness

i. Unbelievers are exposed to the gospel through relationships where their lives naturally intersect the lives of believers

ii. This can be any level of relationship – intimate and long-term or casual and brief

iii. If believers are willing to take the initiative, their natural relationships are a powerful way for the gospel to spread

iv. Biblical Examples:

1. First disciples – Andrew brought his brother, Peter to Jesus and Philip brought his friend, Nathaniel (John 1:40-51)

2. After Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman, she told her whole village (John 4)

3. We are commanded to make the most of our opportunities with outsiders (Colossians 4:5,6)

4. Peter instructs us to always be ready to give a defense for the hope that is in us (1Peter 3:15)

v. Present Day Examples: family, roommates, classes, jobs

vi. Example: my mom, my friend Sarah

E. Ministry Witness

i. Unbelievers are exposed to the gospel when a believer initiates sharing it with those outside of his/her natural relationships

ii. Reaches those who have no access to a body of believers and who have no natural relationship with a believer 

1. Exception: someone could have these relationships, but their friends may not be sharing the gospel with them

iii. Once initiated, ministry witness is relational – interacting with another person on a personal, relational level

iv. Biblical Examples:

1. A great deal of Jesus’ ministry centered around ministry witness – He continually went to new towns and preached (Mark 1:38,39)

2. Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4)

3. Jesus sent out his disciples (12 and 72) in ministry mode (Luke 9:1-6; 10:1-17)

4. The early church expanded to new people groups through the ministry witness of the Apostles and after the church was scattered by persecution (Acts 5:41,42 and Acts 11:19-21)

5. Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8)

6. Peter and Cornelius (Acts 10)

7. Paul and Barnabus on their travels (Acts 13 and beyond) particular example – Phillipi (Lydia)

v. Present Day Examples: Doing surveys, having a large-scale outreach (like Fritz Schaeffer), talking to strangers or media outreach

vi. Example: Clemson guy at Big Break, East Asia

IV. Challenges and Benefits of Each Mode - DISCUSSION

A. Body Witness

i. CHALLENGES:

1. Body witness can only impact those who are close enough to see and experience it firsthand, which typically means those who are already seeking spiritually in some way

2. The success of body witness is generally directly proportional to the health of the body of believers

3. Often people come into contact with the body through the other two modes: natural and witness.  So you can’t really have body witness without effectively engaging in the other two modes.

ii. BENEFITS:

1. High rate of conversion – many, if not most, who are exposed to a healthy Christian body become believers

2. Higher rate of continual involvement in the Church – they are already part of the body relationships and don’t have to overcome the obstacles or barriers to becoming involved

3. Easy and comfortable for believers – not a high fear factor to share faith if someone is already interested enough to come to Christian activities

B. Natural Witness

i. CHALLENGES:

1. The fruitfulness of this mode is dependent on the believer looking for and taking opportunities to share Christ.

2. Sometimes believers will not share the gospel with people close to them because they fear damaging the relationship.

3. We are easily distracted and we miss many opportunities to share our faith with others.

4. It is difficult to effectively equip ourselves to share our faith in natural relationships because they are “real” settings which make it difficult to find opportunities to demonstrate the “how tos”.

5. One pitfall is we think “they will see the gospel through my life and I don’t ever have to say anything.”  It’s true our lives are a powerful witness, but not only may people not hear the gospel at all, they may hear a false gospel through their observations – e.g. “Being a Christian must mean attending meetings and leading Bible studies and being a good student.”

ii. BENEFITS:

1. The gospel throughout history has often run throughout relational lines of previously established relationships – while initially a group may hear of the gospel through the ministry mode, the gospel permeates the group through the natural relationships

2. The number of natural contacts that an individual believer has with unbelievers is normally high.  When the believer is making the most of these opportunities, many people will have the opportunity to hear the gospel through this mode.

3. While fear factor is slightly higher than in body witness, individuals feel somewhat comfortable discussing the gospel with people with whom they already have an established relationship.

C. Ministry Witness

i. CHALLENGES:

1. This mode often requires a cross-cultural experience, which makes understanding and adaptation crucial on the part of the believer.

2. Those who are engaged in this mode can often be outsiders socially to those whom they are trying to engage with the gospel.  Believers need to be able to establish loving relationships quickly and transparently with unbelievers.

3. This can sometimes be the most awkward of the three modes, at least initially.

ii. BENEFITS:

1. New people groups with no access to the gospel can only be penetrated with the gospel through this mode initially.

2. Sometimes even when a nonbeliever has Christian friends or relationships, those believers may not be sharing the gospel with them and it takes an “outsider” to bring the gospel to that person.

This mode is the most powerful training opportunity for evangelism.  It is important for people to hear, but it is also important for more believers to know how to share effectively.  Example: Kayle and Anne in Harvard Square

So how do we apply this in our context?  How can we see the gospel spread through our lives and ministry?

V. Application

A. Think through each of the modes

i. Which ones are you strongest in – personally and as a ministry?

ii. Where are you weakest – personally and as a ministry?

B. Here are some applications for where you are weakest

i. Body Witness

1. How healthy is our body?  How can we look more like the biblical picture of Christ’s body?  How can we grow into a community of grace and truth?

2. How can we increase the visibility of our body?  Are we a holy huddle or do we welcome nonbelievers and seekers?  The answer to this may mean you need to become more effective in natural and ministry witness.

3. How can we make the body a safe place for nonbelievers?  Remember that for them, coming into the body can be a cross-cultural experience.

ii. Natural Witness

1. How can I/we become more aware of the natural relationships we already have?  Maybe making a list or pointing them out to each other.  Start by praying for people you know or have any interaction with.

2. How can we be better equipped to share the gospel effectively with those we know?  Perhaps training in ministry evangelism situations where we can get feedback and make corrections.  Write and practice our personal testimony – this is one of the most powerful tools we have!

iii. Ministry Witness

1. How can we become more aware of individuals/groups on campus who have no gospel witness?  Perhaps get a list of student groups and see which ones do and do not have Christians in them that you know of.  Begin praying for opportunities to bring the gospel to these groups.

2. How can I be better equipped to do ministry evangelism?  Go on Big Break!! Or ask a staff person or student who has shared their faith before to train you.

3. What can we do as a ministry to saturate other groups on campus with the gospel?  Large scale – speakers, events; Freshman Survival Kits; Focus Groups; Book giveaways.  Look for ways to continually get the gospel out there!

Launching and Leading Small Group Movements Everywhere on Campus so that Every Student can See and Hear.

